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Gov. LePage calls IRS “new Gestapo” in his weekly radio address!

During his weekly radio address, Gov. Paul LePage reacted to the US Supreme Court’s decision on the
Affordable Health CareAct strongly, describing President Obama’s health care reform in harsh terms and
referring to the IRS as the “new Gestapo.”

In arguing the court’s decision made America less free, LePage said, “We the people have been told there
is no choice. You must buy health insurance or pay the new Gestapo - the I.R.S.”

The governor also said he needs more information before deciding whether to expand the state’s Medicaid
program, a part of the law the court struck down, but the federal government would pay all of the cost for
the expansion from 2014 to 2016 before reducing its support to 90 percent of the cost.

On Saturday, Maine Governor Paul LePage called the IRS the “new Gestapo” in his weekly radio
address, the Portland Free Press reported.

Gov. LePage was referring to a provision in the health care law recently upheld by the Supreme Court that
says Americans must either buy health insurance or face a stiff penalty. That provision, known as the
individual mandate, is to be enforced by the Internal Revenue Service.

According to the Governor, the court decision has “made America less free,” and gives the government too
much control over individual’s lives.

“Perhaps what is most disturbing about this ruling, though, is that the federal mandate is considered a tax,”
he said. “This tax will add to the $500 billion in tax increases that are already in Obamacare. Now that
Congress can use the taxation power of the federal government to com A 2010 report at the Washington
Examiner said the new taxes and mandates “will cause the greatest expansion of the Internal Revenue
Service since World War II,” with an estimated 16,500 new agents.

Maine Democrats did not care for Gov. LePage’s characterization.

The Press Herald added: Maine Democratic Party Chairman Ben Grant, responding to LePage’s remarks,
said, “We’ve come to expect a bunch of nonsense from Gov. LePage, but this is a step too far. There
appears now to be no limit to the extreme language he will use to misinform, degrade and insult people.
Somebody needs to explain to him that he’s the governor of a state, and not a talk radio host. I demand a
full apology on behalf of all those who suffered at the hands of the real Gestapo.”

The feared Gestapo was the official secret police in Hitler’s Germany, and was responsible for the deaths
of thousands in the Third Reich.

Gov. LePage also said the state would not move forward on the healthcare exchanges, due to “looming
uncertainties” over funding.

President Obama, he said, “has proposed $800 million to finance exchanges,” but that money has not been
approved by Congress.

“Government-run health care is not what the American dream is about,” he added.

“America wasn’t born on these sorts of principles and it’s time we get back on track - not only for our
future generations, but for the future of our Nation,” he concluded.
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